Chapter 1

The Beginnings of Civilization, 10,000–1150 b.c.e.
Multiple Choice
1) Agriculture and the domestication of animals developed during the __________.
A) Iron Age
B) Bronze Age
C) Paleolithic Age
D) Neolithic Age
Answer: D
Learning Objective: 

Topic: Introduction
Difficulty Level: Easy

Skill Level: Remember the Facts

2) What term is used to describe the various ways that human communities adapt to their environment?
A) culture
B) civilization
C) monotheism
D) patriarchy
Answer: A
Learning Objective: What is the link between the food-producing revolution of the Neolithic era and the emergence of civilization?

Topic: 1.1 Defining Civilization, Defining Western Civilization

Difficulty Level: Moderate
Skill Level: Remember the Facts
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3) The areas identified on Map 1.1 indicate the sites where the earliest __________ emerged.
A) megaliths
B) civilizations 
C) colonies
D) ziggurats
Answer: B

Learning Objective: What is the link between the food-producing revolution of the Neolithic era and the emergence of civilization?

Topic: 1.1 Defining Civilization, Defining Western Civilization

Difficulty Level: Easy

Skill Level: Remember the Facts

Text Asset: Map 1.1 The Beginnings of Civilization
4) Which of the following is a defining feature of civilization? 
A) agriculture
B) divination
C) urbanization
D) equality
Answer: C
Learning Objective: What is the link between the food-producing revolution of the Neolithic era and the emergence of civilization?

Topic: 1.1 Defining Civilization, Defining Western Civilization

Difficulty Level: Moderate
Skill Level: Remember the Facts
5) How did agriculture and the domestication of animals make possible the development of civilization?
A) Both generated a surplus that contributed to economic specialization.
B) Both produced a culture in which religion did not play a major role.
C) Both supported a nomadic lifestyle that celebrated freedom of movement.
D) Both promoted a communal lifestyle in which everyone was equal. 
Answer: A
Learning Objective: What is the link between the food-producing revolution of the Neolithic era and the emergence of civilization?

Topic: 1.1.1 Making Civilization Possible: The Food-Producing Revolution

Difficulty Level: Difficult

Skill Level: Analyze It

6) The archaeological evidence collected from Çatal Hüyük suggests a preoccupation with __________ in ancient cultures.
A) science
B) fertility 
C) war
D) literature
Answer: B

Learning Objective: What is the link between the food-producing revolution of the Neolithic era and the emergence of civilization?

Topic: 1.1.2 The First Food-Producing Communities

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Understand the Connections
7) Çatal Hüyük’s wealth came from its control of the long-distance trade in __________.
A) slaves
B) copper
C) bronze
D) obsidian
Answer: D

Learning Objective: What is the link between the food-producing revolution of the Neolithic era and the emergence of civilization?

Topic: 1.1.2 The First Food-Producing Communities

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Remember the Facts

8) Which of the following is an example of a megalith construction?
A) Çatal Hüyük 
B) Stonehenge
C) Levantine Corridor
D) Fertile Crescent
Answer: B
Learning Objective: What is the link between the food-producing revolution of the Neolithic era and the emergence of civilization?

Topic: 1.1.3 Transformations in Europe

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Remember the Facts
9) How did the introduction of the plow change Europe in the Neolithic period?
A) It led to the decline of the military.
B) It elevated women’s economic status.
C) It sparked a scientific revolution.
D) It created a more stratified society.
Answer: D

Learning Objective: What is the link between the food-producing revolution of the Neolithic era and the emergence of civilization?

Topic: 1.1.3 Transformations in Europe

Difficulty Level: Difficult

Skill Level: Analyze It

10) Which of the following made the cultivation of crops more difficult in Europe than in southwest Asia?
A) lack of forests
B) lack of rain
C) colder climate 

D) nomadic lifestyle
Answer: C
Learning Objective: What is the link between the food-producing revolution of the Neolithic era and the emergence of civilization?

Topic: 1.1.3 Transformations in Europe

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Remember the Facts
11) The spread of __________ across Europe beginning in 5500 b.c.e. paved the way for long-distance trade.
A) megaliths
B) divination
C) cuneiform
D) metallurgy
Answer: D
Learning Objective: What is the link between the food-producing revolution of the Neolithic era and the emergence of civilization?

Topic: 1.1.3 Transformations in Europe

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Understand the Connections
12) Which of the following describes the relationship between kings and priests in the Sumerian city-states?
A) Kings and priests competed with one another for scarce resources.
B) Kings and priests collaborated with one another to control the population.
C) Kings controlled priests.
D) Priests controlled kings.
Answer: B
Learning Objective: What changes and continuities characterized Mesopotamian civilization between the emergence of Sumer’s city-states and the rise of Hammurabi’s Babylonian Empire?
Topic: 1.2.1 The Sumerian Kingdoms

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Understand the Connections
13) By 2500 b.c.e., Sumerian culture was organized into __________.
A) city-states
B) an empire
C) colonies
D) villages
Answer: A
Learning Objective: What changes and continuities characterized Mesopotamian civilization between the emergence of Sumer’s city-states and the rise of Hammurabi’s Babylonian Empire?
Topic: 1.2.1 The Sumerian Kingdoms

Difficulty Level: Easy

Skill Level: Remember the Facts
14) In Mesopotamia, the emergence of Sumerian civilization accompanied the development of __________.

A) water management

B) waste disposal

C) sewage systems

D) banking institutions

Answer: A

Learning Objective: What changes and continuities characterized Mesopotamian civilization between the emergence of Sumer’s city-states and the rise of Hammurabi’s Babylonian Empire?
Topic: 1.2.1 The Sumerian Kingdoms

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Understand the Connections
15) In a redistributive economy, a __________ controls the resources.
A) central authority
B) local market
C) system of currency
D) foreign country
Answer: A
Learning Objective: What changes and continuities characterized Mesopotamian civilization between the emergence of Sumer’s city-states and the rise of Hammurabi’s Babylonian Empire?
Topic: 1.2.1 The Sumerian Kingdoms

Difficulty Level: Easy

Skill Level: Remember the Facts
16) What is the region between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers called?

A) Scandinavia

B) Mesopotamia 

C) Anatolia 
D) Egypt 
Answer: B

Learning Objective: What changes and continuities characterized Mesopotamian civilization between the emergence of Sumer’s city-states and the rise of Hammurabi’s Babylonian Empire?
Topic: 1.2.1 The Sumerian Kingdoms

Difficulty Level: Easy

Skill Level: Remember the Facts
17) Which group held the most power in the earliest period of Sumerian history?
A) priests
B) viziers
C) scribes
D) kings
Answer: A
Learning Objective: What changes and continuities characterized Mesopotamian civilization between the emergence of Sumer’s city-states and the rise of Hammurabi’s Babylonian Empire?
Topic: 1.2.1 The Sumerian Kingdoms

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Remember the Facts

18) Which of the following offers evidence of a distinctive Sumerian culture?

A) Sumerian as the common language

B) Akkadian as the common language

C) worship of the same gods

D) loyalty to the same ruler

Answer: C
Learning Objective: What changes and continuities characterized Mesopotamian civilization between the emergence of Sumer’s city-states and the rise of Hammurabi’s Babylonian Empire?
Topic: 1.2.1 The Sumerian Kingdoms

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Understand the Connections
19) Which of the following was the first empire in history?
A) Old Kingdom
B) Babylonian Empire
C) Assyrian Empire
D) Akkadian Empire
Answer: D
Learning Objective: What changes and continuities characterized Mesopotamian civilization between the emergence of Sumer’s city-states and the rise of Hammurabi’s Babylonian Empire?
Topic: 1.2.2 The Akkadian Empire of Sargon the Great

Difficulty Level: Easy

Skill Level: Remember the Facts
20) Who conquered and united the Sumerian city-states around 2340 b.c.e.?

A) Amenhotep IV

B) Merikare
C) Hammurabi

D) Sargon the Great

Answer: D
Learning Objective: What changes and continuities characterized Mesopotamian civilization between the emergence of Sumer’s city-states and the rise of Hammurabi’s Babylonian Empire?
Topic: 1.2.2 The Akkadian Empire of Sargon the Great

Difficulty Level: Easy

Skill Level: Remember the Facts
21) What was the basis of Sargon’s military power?
A) a standing army
B) horse-drawn chariot
C) chain-mail armor
D) bronze-tipped arrows
Answer: A
Learning Objective: What changes and continuities characterized Mesopotamian civilization between the emergence of Sumer’s city-states and the rise of Hammurabi’s Babylonian Empire?
Topic: 1.2.2 The Akkadian Empire of Sargon the Great

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Understand the Connections
22) The Ur III dynasty appointed local elites as __________ to manage affairs in the provinces of the empire.
A) viziers
B) priests
C) generals
D) governors
Answer: D

Learning Objective: What changes and continuities characterized Mesopotamian civilization between the emergence of Sumer’s city-states and the rise of Hammurabi’s Babylonian Empire?
Topic: 1.2.3 The Ur III Dynasty and the Rise of Assyria

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Remember the Facts
23) Which group gained the most when the economy of Mesopotamia became partially “privatized”?
A) merchants
B) nobles
C) priests
D) warriors
Answer: A
Learning Objective: What changes and continuities characterized Mesopotamian civilization between the emergence of Sumer’s city-states and the rise of Hammurabi’s Babylonian Empire?
Topic: 1.2.4 Assyria and Babylonia

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Remember the Facts

24) What did Sumerians build to serve as the home of the city’s god?
A) chariot
B) megalith
C) pyramid
D) ziggurat
Answer: D

Learning Objective: What changes and continuities characterized Mesopotamian civilization between the emergence of Sumer’s city-states and the rise of Hammurabi’s Babylonian Empire?
Topic: 1.2.5 Cultural Continuities: The Transmission of Mesopotamian Cultures

Difficulty Level: Easy

Skill Level: Remember the Facts
25) What assumption underlies the practice of divination?
A) The natural world reflects the spiritual world.
B) The future cannot be predicted or changed.
C) Kings represent the will of the gods on earth.
D) Priests represent the will of the gods on earth.
Answer: A
Learning Objective: What changes and continuities characterized Mesopotamian civilization between the emergence of Sumer’s city-states and the rise of Hammurabi’s Babylonian Empire?
Topic: 1.2.5 Cultural Continuities: The Transmission of Mesopotamian Cultures

Difficulty Level: Difficult

Skill Level: Analyze It
26) Which of the following describes a feature of Mesopotamian justice?
A) the separation of legal issues from religious or spiritual matters 
B) the rejection of the use of the death penalty in homicide cases
C) the belief that the gods could determine the guilt or innocence of the accused
D) the punishment of all members of the family of the person convicted of a crime
Answer: C

Learning Objective: What changes and continuities characterized Mesopotamian civilization between the emergence of Sumer’s city-states and the rise of Hammurabi’s Babylonian Empire?
Topic: 1.2.5 Cultural Continuities: The Transmission of Mesopotamian Cultures

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Understand the Connections

27) Which of the following is a theme in the Epic of Gilgamesh?

A) the celebration of individual free will
B) the belief in a heavenly paradise
C) the unpredictability of human life
D) the harmony between man and nature
Answer: C
Learning Objective: What changes and continuities characterized Mesopotamian civilization between the emergence of Sumer’s city-states and the rise of Hammurabi’s Babylonian Empire?
Topic: 1.2.5 Cultural Continuities: The Transmission of Mesopotamian Cultures

Difficulty Level: Difficult

Skill Level: Analyze It

28) Which of the following describes Sumerian religion?
A) monotheistic
B) polytheistic
C) optimistic
D) scientific
Answer: B
Learning Objective: What changes and continuities characterized Mesopotamian civilization between the emergence of Sumer’s city-states and the rise of Hammurabi’s Babylonian Empire?
Topic: 1.2.5 Cultural Continuities: The Transmission of Mesopotamian Cultures

Difficulty Level: Easy

Skill Level: Remember the Facts
29) What term refers to the wedge-shaped writing developed by the Sumerians?
A) hieroglyphs

B) alphabet
C) cuneiform

D) ziggurat
Answer: C
Learning Objective: What changes and continuities characterized Mesopotamian civilization between the emergence of Sumer’s city-states and the rise of Hammurabi’s Babylonian Empire?
Topic: 1.2.5 Cultural Continuities: The Transmission of Mesopotamian Cultures

Difficulty Level: Easy

Skill Level: Remember the Facts 
30) Which of the following reflects the patriarchal nature of Mesopotamian society?
A) Interest rates could not be raised above what was agreed.
B) A commoner who killed a nobleman was executed. 
C) Women could run small shops and inns.
D) The law only punished women for adultery. 
Answer: D

Learning Objective: What changes and continuities characterized Mesopotamian civilization between the emergence of Sumer’s city-states and the rise of Hammurabi’s Babylonian Empire?
Topic: 1.2.5 Cultural Continuities: The Transmission of Mesopotamian Cultures

Difficulty Level: Difficult

Skill Level: Analyze It
31) How did Hammurabi’s law code influence Western law?

A) It introduced the notion of guilty until proven innocent.

B) It paved the way for the development of the jury system.

C) It promoted the idea of equality before the law. 
D) It held that the punishment must fit the crime.
Answer: D

Learning Objective: What changes and continuities characterized Mesopotamian civilization between the emergence of Sumer’s city-states and the rise of Hammurabi’s Babylonian Empire?
Topic: 1.2.5 Cultural Continuities: The Transmission of Mesopotamian Cultures

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Understand the Connections
32) What was at the center of Mesopotamian religious life?
A) pyramid
B) ziggurat
C) palace
D) megalith
Answer: B
Learning Objective: What changes and continuities characterized Mesopotamian civilization between the emergence of Sumer’s city-states and the rise of Hammurabi’s Babylonian Empire?
Topic: 1.2.5 Cultural Continuities: The Transmission of Mesopotamian Cultures

Difficulty Level: Easy

Skill Level: Remember the Facts 
33) Egyptian civilization developed along the __________ River.
A) Tigris

B) Euphrates

C) Nile

D) Jordan
Answer: C
Learning Objective: What distinctive features characterized Egyptian civilization throughout its long history? 

Topic: 1.3 Egypt: The Empire of the Nile
Difficulty Level: Easy

Skill Level: Remember the Facts 
34) The Canaanite group that established the Hyksos dynasty introduced __________ to Egypt.
A) stone
B) iron
C) marble
D) bronze
Answer: D
Learning Objective: What distinctive features characterized Egyptian civilization throughout its long history? 

Topic: 1.3.1 Egypt’s Rise to Empire 

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Remember the Facts
35) The Great Temple at Abu Simbel and the Great Pyramid at Giza highlight the connection between __________.

A) royal power and monumental building

B) military power and religious authority

C) commerce and the visual arts

D) patriarchal authority and politics
Answer: A
Learning Objective: What distinctive features characterized Egyptian civilization throughout its long history? 

Topic: 1.3.1 Egypt’s Rise to Empire; 1.3.2 The New Kingdom: The Egyptian Empire in the Late Bronze Age 

Difficulty Level: Difficult

Skill Level: Analyze It
36) Which term refers to the Egyptian conception of the world as ordained by the gods?

A) hieroglyphic

B) vizier

C) pharaoh

D) ma’at
Answer: D

Learning Objective: What distinctive features characterized Egyptian civilization throughout its long history? 

Topic: 1.3.1 Egypt’s Rise to Empire 

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Remember the Facts

37) How would the writer of “The Instruction for Merikare” respond to the problems described in the poem “I Will Praise the Lord of Wisdom”?
A) by punishing those who believe in gods
B) by rewarding those who destroy temples
C) by preventing officials from doing their jobs 
D) by providing medical care to the sick 
Answer: D
Learning Objective: What distinctive features characterized Egyptian civilization throughout its long history?
Topic: 1.3.1 Egypt’s Rise to Empire

Difficulty Level: Difficult

Skill Level: Analyze It
38) Compared with women in Mesopotamia, women in Egypt generally had __________.
A) more property rights 

B) more restrictive lives
C) less independence

D) fewer job opportunities

Answer: A

Learning Objective: What distinctive features characterized Egyptian civilization throughout its long history? 

Topic: 1.3.1 Egypt’s Rise to Empire 

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Understand the Connections
39) What was the source of scribes’ power in ancient Egypt?

A) control of the temples
B) control of the economy 
C) knowledge of divination
D) knowledge of hieroglyphs
Answer: D
Learning Objective: What distinctive features characterized Egyptian civilization throughout its long history? 

Topic: 1.3.1 Egypt’s Rise to Empire 

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Understand the Connections

40) Unlike Mesopotamian rulers, Egyptian kings of the Old Kingdom were viewed as __________.

A) gods

B) humans
C) priests
D) bureaucrats
Answer: A
Learning Objective: What distinctive features characterized Egyptian civilization throughout its long history? 

Topic: 1.3.1 Egypt’s Rise to Empire 

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Understand the Connections
41) Egypt’s encounters with other civilizations during the Old and Middle Kingdoms were frequently a result of __________.
A) marriage
B) slavery
C) tribute
D) trade
Answer: D
Learning Objective: What distinctive features characterized Egyptian civilization throughout its long history? 

Topic: 1.3.1 Egypt’s Rise to Empire 

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Understand the Connections
42) How did perceptions of the king change from the Old Kingdom to the Middle Kingdom?
A) The king was no longer seen as a protector of the people.
B) The king was no longer seen as an all-powerful god.
C) The king came to be seen as an immortal being.
D) The king came to be seen as a supernatural spirit.
Answer: B
Learning Objective: What distinctive features characterized Egyptian civilization throughout its long history? 

Topic: 1.3.1 Egypt’s Rise to Empire 

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Understand the Connections
43) In what period of Egyptian history did the notion of a final judgment emerge?
A) Old Kingdom
B) New Kingdom
C) First Intermediate Period
D) Second Intermediate Period
Answer: C
Learning Objective: What distinctive features characterized Egyptian civilization throughout its long history? 

Topic: 1.3.1 Egypt’s Rise to Empire 

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Remember the Facts
44) The Egyptian concept of ma’at is associated with __________.
A) stability
B) division
C) anarchy
D) equality
Answer: A
Learning Objective: What distinctive features characterized Egyptian civilization throughout its long history? 

Topic: 1.3.1 Egypt’s Rise to Empire 

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Remember the Facts
45) What motivated Egyptian rulers to expand into Nubia?
A) a fear that Nubia was too powerful
B) a desire for Nubia’s gold and ivory 
C) an alliance with the Canaanites

D) a need to relocate slaves outside Egypt
Answer: B
Learning Objective: What distinctive features characterized Egyptian civilization throughout its long history? 

Topic: 1.3.1 Egypt’s Rise to Empire 

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Remember the Facts
46) Which of the following Egyptian rulers was a woman?

A) Mentuhotep II

B) Tutankhamun

C) Djoser

D) Hatshepsut
Answer: D

Learning Objective: What distinctive features characterized Egyptian civilization throughout its long history? 

Topic: 1.3.2 The New Kingdom: The Egyptian Empire in the Late Bronze Age

Difficulty Level: Easy

Skill Level: Remember the Facts
47) Which Egyptian ruler promoted the worship of Aten as the only god during the Amarna Period?

A) Amenemhet 
B) Thutmose III

C) Akhenaten

D) Ramesses II 
Answer: C
Learning Objective: What distinctive features characterized Egyptian civilization throughout its long history? 

Topic: 1.3.2 The New Kingdom: The Egyptian Empire in the Late Bronze Age

Difficulty Level: Easy

Skill Level: Remember the Facts
48) The changes made by Akhenaten during the Amarna Period reflect a shift from __________.
A) city-state to empire
B) democracy to monarchy 
C) gathering to agriculture
D) polytheism to monotheism 
Answer: D
Learning Objective: What distinctive features characterized Egyptian civilization throughout its long history? 

Topic: 1.3.2 The New Kingdom: The Egyptian Empire in the Late Bronze Age

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Understand the Connections
49) Which group felt the most threatened by the changes made by Akhenaten?
A) scribes
B) priests 
C) Kassites
D) Amorites
Answer: B
Learning Objective: What distinctive features characterized Egyptian civilization throughout its long history? 

Topic: 1.3.2 The New Kingdom: The Egyptian Empire in the Late Bronze Age

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Remember the Facts
50) The origins of Western civilization can be traced to __________.
A) Iran and Sudan
B) Iraq and Egypt
C) India and China
D) Indonesia and Libya
Answer: B
Learning Objective: 

Topic: Conclusion

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Understand the Connections 
Essay
51) What distinguishes a civilization from a culture? Which definition applies to Europe during the Neolithic Age and why?

Answer: The ideal answer should include:
a. Culture refers to the ways a community adapts to and understands the world.

b. Civilization describes a particular type of culture with the following features: cities, social stratification, writing, war, arts and crafts.

c. Europe was a culture because differences in climate and geography created distinct human communities.

d. Europe was not a civilization because although it had some features of a civilization (war, stratification, arts and crafts), it lacked cities and writing.

Learning Objective: What is the link between the food-producing revolution of the Neolithic era and the emergence of civilization?

Topic: 1.1. Defining Civilization, Defining Western Civilization; 1.1.3 Transformations in Europe

Difficulty Level: Difficult

Skill Level: Analyze It

52) What was revolutionary about the food-producing revolution?

Answer: The ideal answer should include:

a. The cultivation of plants and domestication of animals increased the food supply, which contributed to population growth and larger settlements.
b. The creation of a surplus allowed some people to specialize in certain work.

c. Hierarchies evolved, with a few powerful people at the top and the rest of the population at the bottom.

d. A central authority (usually priests or kings) controlled all the resources and apportioned them to different groups in society. This is referred to as a redistributive economy.

e. The food-producing revolution created the foundation for the development of civilization.

Learning Objective: What is the link between the food-producing revolution of the Neolithic era and the emergence of civilization?

Topic: 1.1.1 Making Civilization Possible: The Food-Producing Revolution; 1.1.2 The First Food-Producing Communities

Difficulty Level: Difficult

Skill Level: Analyze It

53) What were the achievements of Mesopotamian civilization that were of world historical significance?

Answer: The ideal answer should include:
a. Sumer was one of the first civilizations. What emerged in Sumer became the standard features of later civilizations, such as a redistributive economy, the connection between political and religious authority, monumental architecture, writing. 
b. Sargon of Akkad created the world’s first empire.
c. The practice of divination paved the way for a method of scientific inquiry that would be a key feature of Western civilization.
d. The Epic of Gilgamesh is one of the most important works in world literature.

e. The Law Code of Hammurabi introduced concepts that became the basis of later legal systems. The notion that the punishment must fit the crime influenced Western law. The idea of “an eye for an eye” influenced legal thought in southwest Asia and among the Hebrews.
Learning Objective: What changes and continuities characterized Mesopotamian civilization between the emergence of Sumer’s city-states and the rise of Hammurabi’s Babylonian Empire?
Topic: 1.2.1 The Sumerian Kingdoms; 1.2.2 The Akkadian Empire of Sargon the Great; 1.2.5 Cultural Continuities: The Transmission of Mesopotamian Cultures

Difficulty Level: Difficult

Skill Level: Analyze It
54) What was the relationship between religion and the state in Mesopotamia and Egypt?
Answer: The ideal answer should include:
a. Religious and political authority were intertwined and interdependent in both Mesopotamia and Egypt.

b. In the earliest period of Sumerian history, priests were in control. As the power of kings increased, priests supported royal authority.

c. In Egypt, the concept of ma’at linked political authority to the cosmic order. The king’s main responsibility was to maintain ma’at on earth; the absence of ma’at was associated with political chaos.
d. Religion shaped views of political authority in both civilizations, although in different ways. 

e. In Mesopotamia, kings were seen as representatives of the gods on earth. 

f. In Egypt, kings were viewed as gods, especially in the Old Kingdom.

Learning Objective: What changes and continuities characterized Mesopotamian civilization between the emergence of Sumer’s city-states and the rise of Hammurabi’s Babylonian Empire?; What distinctive features characterized Egyptian civilization throughout its long history?
Topic: 1.2.1 The Sumerian Kingdoms; 1.3.1 Egypt’s Rise to Empire
Difficulty Level: Difficult

Skill Level: Analyze It

55) Compare and contrast Mesopotamian and Egyptian religious views. How do you account for their differences?
Answer: The ideal answer should include:
a. Both were polytheistic, with the exception of the Amarna Period in Egypt in the New Kingdom, when Akhenaten banned the worship of all other gods except Aten.
b. Both built monumental architecture that reflected an understanding of humanity’s relationship to the gods. Mesopotamians built ziggurats, and Egyptians built pyramids.
c. Mesopotamians viewed the gods as capricious and prone to punish those who did not appease them. Egyptians saw their gods as helpful.

d. Egyptians had a clearer conception of the afterlife and developed the notion of the final judgment.

e. Environment best explains the differences in the religious outlook of Mesopotamia and Egypt. The more unstable natural conditions in Mesopotamia made people see life as unpredictable and the gods as prone to anger. The more stable environment in Egypt encouraged a more optimistic view of life.

Learning Objective: What changes and continuities characterized Mesopotamian civilization between the emergence of Sumer’s city-states and the rise of Hammurabi’s Babylonian Empire?; What distinctive features characterized Egyptian civilization throughout its long history?
Topic: 1.2.5 Cultural Continuities: The Transmission of Mesopotamian Cultures; 1.3.1 Egypt’s Rise to Empire; 1.3.2 The New Kingdom: The Egyptian Empire in the Late Bronze Age
Difficulty Level: Difficult

Skill Level: Analyze It
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