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PREFACE


The Test Bank is designed to help instructors create their ideal mix of questions for quizzes or exams. Each question assesses a specific chapter topic and is written with clear and concise language that matches the difficulty level of the question. Chapter topics are assessed with questions across the appropriate levels of Bloom’s taxonomy. By asking students questions that vary in both taxonomy and level of difficulty, instructors can evaluate how well students understand specific concepts and how skilled they are at applying these concepts to hypothetical and real-world scenarios.

Assessment Information

Every question is labeled with five levels of metadata to allow instructors to assess their students. These metadata tags are:

ANS: This is the correct answer for each question.

DIF: This is the level of difficulty assigned to the problem. For more information, please see “Difficulty Levels” in the following sections.

REF: This is the page number in the textbook chapter from which the question is drawn.

TOP: This is the section heading in the textbook chapter from which the question is drawn.

MSC: This is the level of Bloom’s taxonomy that the question is designed to test. For more information, please see “Bloom’s Taxonomy” in the following sections.

Bloom’s Taxonomy

We have focused on the levels of Bloom’s taxonomy that are most relevant to philosophy and are most reliably assessed through the types of questions included in this test bank. As a result, we have included five levels of the taxonomy in the metadata.

1.
Remembering questions test declarative knowledge, including textbook definitions and the relationships between two or more pieces of information. Can students recall or remember the information in the same form it was learned?
2.
Understanding questions pose problems in a context different from the one in which the material was learned, requiring students to draw from their declarative and/or procedural understanding of important concepts. Can students explain ideas or concepts?

3.
Applying questions ask students to draw from their prior experience and use critical thinking skills to reason about the real world. Can students use learned information in new situations?

4.
Analyzing questions test students’ ability to break down information and see how different elements relate to each other and to the whole. Can students distinguish among different parts of a process?

5.
Evaluating questions ask students to assess and judge information. Can students make decisions and distinguish between valid and invalid claims?

Difficulty Levels

Along with Bloom’s taxonomy, each question is tagged to a level of difficulty so that instructors can choose how to sort and categorize questions. We understand that what one instructor or student finds difficult might not equate with someone else’s perspective. However, many instructors do find this basic classification useful as a starting point in balancing their quizzes and exams, so we have tried to be as objective as possible by using the following criteria to decide the level of difficulty for each question.

1.
Easy questions require students to demonstrate a basic understanding of the concepts, definitions, and examples presented in the textbook.

2.
Moderate questions direct students to use critical thinking skills and to demonstrate a strong understanding of core concepts independent of specific textbook examples or definitions.

3.
Difficult questions ask students to synthesize textbook concepts to make analytical inferences or to evaluate claims.

Chapter 1
Moral Philosophy and Moral Reasoning
Chapter Outline


I.
The Point of Moral Philosophy


A.
Developing a Moral Outlook


1.
Helps Form Outlook on Life


2.
Provides Guidance for Later Choices in Life


B.
Traditions of Moral Philosophy


II.
Nature of Moral Enquiry


A.
Types of Ethics:


1.
Meta-Ethics


2.
Normative Ethics


3.
Applied Ethics


III.
Moral Reasoning


A.
Formal Reasoning


1.
Validity


2.
Soundness


3.
Fallacy of Equivocation


4.
Fallacy of Circular Reasoning


B.
Informal Reasoning


1.
Analogy


2.
Induction


3.
Inference to Best Explanation


C.
Thought Experiments and Moral Intuition


D.
Special Moral Arguments


1.
Universalization


2.
Is/Ought Distinction

IV. 
The Plan of This Book
ESSAY

1.
Describe the difference between a valid argument and a sound argument.
ANS:


Answers will vary. A sufficient response should/might include that a valid argument may have false premises, that all sound arguments are valid but not all valid arguments are sound, and/or that soundness emphasizes truth in addition to the logical form (structure) of the argument.
DIF:
Moderate
REF:
pp. 8–9
TOP:
III.A.1. Validity | III.A.2.

MSC:
Understanding



2.
The chapter examines a few different methods of moral reasoning. Why might a person favor using one method of reasoning (for example, argument by analogy, inference to the best explanation, attempts to find sound formal reasoning, etc.)?
ANS:


Answers will vary. A sufficient response should/might include the difference between formal and informal reasoning, the standards possible with formal (certainty) and induction (probability), and/or the possibilities available through appeal to intuition.
DIF:
Moderate
REF:
pp. 7–16


TOP:
III.A. Formal Reasoning | III.B. Informal Reasoning | III.C. Thought Experiments and Moral Intuition
MSC:
Analyzing

3.
In the example given of saving the life of the archbishop or the chambermaid (later amended to valet), who do you believe Godwin should save? Why?
ANS:


Answers will vary. A sufficient response should/might include discussion of utilitarianism, weighing of social value, and/or contrast with Foot’s example.
DIF:
Difficult
REF:
pp. 13–15
TOP:
III.C. Thought Experiments and Moral Intuition

MSC:
Evaluating

4.
What would Kant have to say about the morality of giving preferential treatment in hiring to close relatives?
ANS:


Answers will vary. A sufficient response should/might include discussion of universalization, a comparison to the examples given of cross-racial dating and stealing your college sweatshirt, and/or distinguishing Kant’s approach from moral intuition.
DIF:
Difficult
REF:
pp. 16–17
TOP:
III.D.1. Universalization

MSC:
Applying

5.
David Hume discusses the fact/value distinction, sometimes known as the is/ought problem. Briefly describe the difference between facts and values in this context, and explain why the distinction between them causes difficulties for moral philosophers.
ANS:


Answers will vary. A sufficient response should/might include the problems with accepting current practices as morally correct, the difficulty of finding one’s own actions morally wrong, and/or the problems that occur since much of philosophy works at the level of conceptual clarity rather than factual premises.
DIF:
Difficult
REF:
p. 17
TOP:
III.D.2. Is/Ought Distinction

MSC:
Analyzing
MULTIPLE CHOICE

1.
The study of morality can help you do which of the following?

	a.
	improve reading ability

	b.
	pick out a possible action that will lead to having good character

	c.
	understand different cultures

	d.
	know the theories that shaped Western historical development


ANS:
B
DIF:
Moderate
REF:
p. 2


TOP:
I.A.2. Provides Guidance for Later Choices in Life
MSC:
Understanding

2.
Imagine that humans encounter a new species with the ability to reason but with little of the life experiences that humans have. Which of the following philosophers’ ideas would have the MOST

to say about this situation?

	a.
	Aristotle
	c.
	John Stuart Mill

	b.
	David Hume
	d.
	William Godwin


ANS:
A
DIF:
Easy
REF:
pp. 1–2


TOP:
I. The Point of Moral Philosophy
MSC:
Applying

3.
Which philosopher held that happiness was the primary goal of human life?

	a.
	Friedrich Nietzsche
	c.
	Jeremy Bentham

	b.
	Immanuel Kant
	d.
	Aristotle


ANS:
C
DIF:
Moderate
REF:
p. 3


TOP:
I.A.1. Helps Form Outlook on Life
MSC:
Remembering



4.
The idea that morality operates with rules like the truths of arithmetic is called

	a.
	objectivity.
	c.
	math theory.

	b.
	subjectivity.
	d.
	truth theory.


ANS:
A
DIF:
Easy
REF:
p. 4
TOP:
II. Nature of Moral Enquiry

MSC:
Remembering



5.
A group of college students is sitting around discussing what it is about the nature of cheating that makes cheating on an exam wrong. These students are engaging in what sort of ethics?

	a.
	applied ethics
	c.
	normative ethics

	b.
	deontology
	d.
	meta-ethics


ANS:
D
DIF:
Easy
REF:
p. 5
TOP:
II.A.1. Meta-Ethics

MSC:
Applying

6.
A discussion of whether it is morally acceptable to use drone bombs on suspected terrorists would 

be an example of which type of ethics?

	a.
	normative
	c.
	applied

	b.
	meta
	d.
	consequentialist


ANS:
C
DIF:
Moderate
REF:
pp. 6–7
TOP:
II.A.3. Applied Ethics

MSC:
Applying

7.
An argument is a formal method of logic.

	a.
	true
	b.
	false


ANS:
B
DIF:
Easy
REF:
p. 8
TOP:
III.A. Formal Reasoning

MSC:
Remembering



8.
Which of the following is the best description of validity?

	a.
	When the premises are true, the conclusion must be true.

	b.
	The argument has a true conclusion.

	c.
	There is a lot of evidence to support the truth of the conclusion.

	d.
	The premises are true.


ANS:
A
DIF:
Moderate
REF:
p. 8
TOP:
III.A.1. Validity

MSC:
Understanding



9.
Imagine a disagreement between Bob and Jerry over the tastefulness of serving roast beef at a dinner party with vegetarians. If Jerry claims that it was the tastiest meal he has had in some time, he is 

using which of the following fallacies?

	a.
	appeal to authority
	c.
	circularity

	b.
	hasty generalization
	d.
	equivocation


ANS:
D
DIF:
Moderate
REF:
p. 10


TOP:
III.A.3. Fallacy of Equivocation
MSC:
Understanding



10.
Imagine an advertisement for a medication that includes the following claim: “This pill is an effective sleeping aid because of its sleep-inducing value.” What sort of fallacy is the ad using?

	a.
	equivocation
	c.
	division

	b.
	false dichotomy
	d.
	circularity


ANS:
D
DIF:
Moderate
REF:
p. 10


TOP:
III.A.4. Fallacy of Circular Reasoning

MSC:
Applying

11.
The fictional detective Sherlock Holmes is known for his ability to describe where someone has been by looking at the sort of mud on a visitor’s shoes. He has compiled information on what sorts of soil are prevalent in various areas of London. Holmes is thus able to infer from the presence of mud that someone has been to a specific location with that variety of soil. This is best understood to be which of the following sorts of reasoning?

	a.
	intuition
	c.
	analogy

	b.
	deduction
	d.
	abduction


ANS:
D
DIF:
Moderate
REF:
p. 12


TOP:
III.B.3. Inference to Best Explanation

MSC:
Applying

12.
Phillippa Foot’s example of a runaway tram (trolley) is used to do which of the following?

	a.
	test the implications of a moral theory

	b.
	examine if it is morally acceptable to kill another

	c.
	provide guidance to mass transit workers

	d.
	refute the position given by Archbishop Fénelon


ANS:
A
DIF:
Difficult
REF:
p. 14


TOP:
III.C. Thought Experiments and Moral Intuition
MSC:
Understanding
